154 Park Road
Hartlepool
15.3.08

.

Chief Solicitor

Hartlepool Borough Council
Victoria Road

Hartlepool

Dear Sir,

Manor Road / Elwick Road Private Pathway and Private Drive
Ref No UN 5332
I went to West Park School with my mother up until the age of eight,
using the route down Warkworth Drive. After this, | met my cousin and
friends and went to school either down Warkworth Drive, or by going to
Park Avenue and meeting another friend who lived there and went through
Ward Jackson Park. The gate was locked in Manor Road.(1980-1983)

I ' went to High Tunstall School in 1983 and used the Warkworth Drive
route. However, we sometimes attempted to climb over the gate at the
southern end of the private pathway (point D) and were invariably caught by
one of the householders (Mrs Sutton) on the Private Drive. We were then
made to climb back over and go down Warkworth Drive.

When we were trying to climb over, Mrs Sutton would have a camera
and proceed to take photographs and make threats to report us to the school.
From time to time she did approach the school and we had to meet the
consequences (mainly detention)

However if we met Christine Khan ot 24 Manor Road or Martin
Johnson of 19 Manor Road who both had keys (both sets of parents were
key-holders) we made our way through the gateway

In the first three years at High Tunstall School it was compulsory to
take music and art at the Tunstall Court Annexe. Everyone was told at
assembly that there were two routes that had to be taken. Either Warkworth
Drive or down the side of the Cricket Club and through Ward Jackson Park.
We were told not to use the Private Drive. This instruction was made by the
L.ower School Headmaster - Mr Willis or one of the other staff.
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At the age of 14 years (1986), I started a paper round which covered
from Ward Jackson Park to Woodlands Grove, and included Manor Road.
At this time, my parents were still living at 9 The Crest. Mr Hock born
(owner of the paper shop who lived at 17 Manor Road) wauld not give me a
key to the gate to get through the Private Drive to get to Woodlands Grove
from Manor Road using the Private Footpath/Private Drive.

When my parents bought Mr Hockborn’s house in 1987, 1 was still
employed by Mr Hockborn and had a key which had been given to my
parents (deeds of the house). This made life easier since | could cut through
the Private Drive/Private Footpath to Woodlands Grove.

There was an old man who acted as a gardener and maintained the
Private Drive. He was there at least twice a week and he was instructed by
the owners of Inglethorpe to tell people that it was a Private Drive. He

stopped me several times until I showed him that 1 had a key, then he let me
through.

I remember there was a large sign at the Elwick Road entrance to the
Private Drive ( point A) which stated it was a Private Drive . On the locked

gate at the southern end of the pathway (point D) there was a sign stating
“Private” at the top of the gate.

In all the time [ came into Manor Road delivering papers, I do not
remember seeing any of our former neighbours from The Crest or

Warkworth Drive. This was also the case even after the pathway was
vandalised in 1988.

Yours sincerely
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Peter Dickinson
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