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1 Introduction
- .- 60 3 .64 9 - #0O( /)
#)4 - - 3 &% (O -
( O O 4 ,3 -7 4
- ( 9 - .6/
" .6 -, -, ( ( - -
7 ,0 " 8
" " H#0O(C 1) ! ( -, ;= 0] "8
OO( 8_ ’ & O - O
- -, 8
1 . - (
(@] I ( ( 8
0 O( < -, ' 0 O(
) D 5 8 -, 0
- -7 18 o O
=. — 0 3§ 0]
— = _ - ) 5 7
20 D 5 7
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5.1

Scope of Proof
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4 6 00 ? “wonderfully dramatic”, “dramatic,
unspoilt”, “in some places there are 360 degree views, incorporating the North
Downs, and especially the dramatic line of the scarp slope of the South Downs”,
“scenery types such as the Rother Valley are not replicated elsewhere” 3
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o]0 ? “[The Western Weald] has a number of plants that are very rare
or absent from most of lowland Britain” ) — ? “The relationship
between the Western Weald and the chalk South Downs across the Rother Valley
gives the Western Weald unique qualities” ? “The heathland is the best in
the whole of the south east.” * ,
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§ - ? “Woolmer Forest is really exceptional

botanically as are the heathlands south of A3 at Longmoor. My database of plant
records has large numbers of rare plants in all these areas’™( ? “The flora
is of particular interest because of the diversity of habitats e.g. heathland and ancient
woodland with plants associated with these habitats which are rare in lowland
England” ) — , (0]0) “includes some of the
finest walking areas in SE England.”

! 5 = %H- , - -, A 1 ?
“The Western Weald is a very special area with an unmatched variety of

landscapes that never fails to provide a superb experience and well deserving of
National Park status”

5.2 Usage of the Western Weald
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5.8 Links between the Western Weald and Southern Part of South Downs
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6 Landscape Assessor’s Issues

6.1  Public Rights of Way and Maintenance
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:1 find that many paths are difficult to follow, overgrown by nettles or disrupted by
ploughing where they cross arable fields.”
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:Closer to the River Rother there are fewer paths, the network is fragmented and it
is often necessary to use the narrow lanes.;
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6.2 Woolmer Forest
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- that ‘the MoD land fails to offer a
recreational experience that is markedly superior’3 ")y =4
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21 consider that these characteristics [untamed, wild and tranquil landscape
characteristics] have been undermined by the extent of the military activity,
associated development and other military paraphernalia in the Woolmer Forest

area ;
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:This could change fairly rapidly as military training evolves to meet new challenges
of conflict and peacekeeping; *Woolmer Forest remains one of the

richest and most bio-diverse heathland habitats in South East England; )

*Gunfire is a regular feature of many National Parks. It is not
inherently incompatible with National Park purposes. Traffic noise is a problem but
this is equally true of National Parks elsewhere ;
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:Woolmer Forest...is not, in my view, a landscape which visitors are likely to
explore. Although there are fewer restrictions on public access to the MoD land
to the south of the A3, the obvious military presence and warning signs alerting
users to the potential risks are similarly not conducive to widespread public
enjoyment of this landscape;
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6.3

+
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Heathlands
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“good views”  ( 0] § “Impressive views”, “stunning
views”, “lovely views”, “beautiful views”. S :some of the finest views
in W Sussex” — ( (0] , (00}
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stend to be traffic bottlenecks, making them difficult crossing points for
recreational users, particularly at peak times;,
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In considering the recreational opportunities, I find that, although there are many
crossings over and under the A3, the majority of the pedestrian crossings that
connect with footpaths or bridleways occur between Bolinge Hill Farm and the
Hangers Way, to the north-west of Petersfield. Further north, most of these
crossings are not particularly well integrated with the footpath network, so
requiring recreational users to use the approach roads, many of which are very
busy with traffic. In my view, the A3 corridor does present a substantial barrier
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+1

to recreational enjoyment of the area, particularly to the north of the Hangers
Way;
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Recreation Opportunities from a 21 Century National Park
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“when applying subsection (2)(b) in relation to that area, take into account the
extent to which it is possible to promote opportunities for the understanding and
enjoyment of its special qualities by the public ;
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